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SUB J : CAPE TOWN TALKS ON RHODESIA 

SUMMARY: VORSTER.OWEN AND SMITH HAVE THUS FAR BEEN 
CAUTIOUS IN PUBLIC STATEMENTS ABOUT THEIR CAPE TOWN TALKS 
ON RHODESIA. FOLLOWING OWEN'S SEPARATE MEETING TODAY 
WITH VORSTER AND SMITH.HE WILL HOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE 
AS WILL SMITH LATER IN THE EVENING. END SUMMARY. 

1 . LATEST ROUND OF RHODESIAN TALKS GOT UNDER WAY LAST 
NIGHT WITH THE THREE PRINCIPALS ADOPTING A CAUTIOUS 
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ATTITUDE IN DEALING WITH PRESS DURING THE PRELIMINARY ROUND. 

AFTER HIS ARRIVAL IN CAPE TOWN APRIL 1 1 WITH DAVID SMITH, 

VAN DER BLY AND JACK GAYLARD. SMITH TOLD NEWSMEN "WE 
SHOULD NOT EXPECT TOO MUCH" FROM THE TALKS. HE COMMENTED 
THAT OWEN WAS NEW TO HIS POSITION AS FOREIGN SECRETARY 
AND HAD "ABSOLUTELY NO PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE" WITH 
THE RHODESIAN SITUATION. HE DEPLORED OWEN'S 
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UNWILLINGNESS TO VISIT RHODESIA. ASKED WHETHER 
HE HAD PROPOSALS TO PUT TO OWEN, SMITH SAIDHE WOULD 
WAIT TO SEE IF BRITAIN INTENDED TO SCRAP ' THE ANGLO- 
AMERICAN AGREEMENT" OR WHETHER THERE WAS A POSSIBILITY 
OF GOING BACK TO IT. 

2. SMITH MET WITH VORSTER LATE APRIL 12 FOR OVER AN 
HOUR. AT THE END OF THAT MEETING, VORSTER TOLD PRESS 
SIMPLY THAT "WE DISPOSED OF OUR BUSINESS" AND THERE 
WOULD BE NO STATEMENT. SMITH WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THERE 
HAD BEEN "BACKGROUND DISCUSSIONS" AND A "SWAPPING OF 
IDEAS." 

3. UPON HIS ARRIVAL IN CAPE TOWN FROM MAPUTO ON EVENING 
OF APRIL 12, OWEN MET FOR HALF A HOUR WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER BOTHA AT THE AIRPORT. AFTER THAT MEETING, OWEN 
TOLD WAITING NEWSMEN "I AM A GREAT BELIVER IN REALISM. 

I THINK IT IS NECESSARY TO BE HERE AND I AM GLAD TO BE 
HERE." HE SAID IT WOULD BE BEST TO LEAVE ANY STATEMENTS 
UNTIL AFTER THE APRIL 13 MEETINGS. 

4. OWEN MET WITH VORSTER AT 0900 THIS MORNING AND SMITH 
AT 1430 THIS AFTERNOON. WE WILL NOT HAVE READOUTS ON 
THESE UNTIL LATER THIS EVENING. OWEN IS SCHEDULED TO 
TALK TO NEWSMEN UNDER CAPE TOWN PRESS CLUB AUSPICES AT 
1800. SMITH WILL FOLLOW UP WITH A PRESS CONFERENCE AT 
1930. AT PRESENT, OWEN IS SCHEDULED TO LEAVE CAPE TOWN 
FOR GABORONE AT 0900 TOMORROW, APRIL 14. BOWDLER 
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